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Synopsis

A¢a -A“l do not know of another story by an actual miner that is so well written and so true to that
wonderful life in the Days of Gold.A¢a —As Horace Kephart The California Gold Rush is one the
most interesting periods in American history and J.D. BorthwickA¢a —4,¢s classic memoir captures
the prosperity and excitement of the West Coast in the early 1850s. Following the discovery of gold
in California in 1848, Scotsman Borthwick left New York and sailed to the West Coast where he
joined the gold hunters of California. BorthwickA¢a —-4,¢s account provides a fascinating look at life
in the new cities of San Francisco and Sacramento, chronicling the often lawless society which
came hand in hand with the newly found wealth of the gold hunters. Drinking, gambling and violence
played a huge part in BorthwickA¢a -a,¢s world and his memoir includes many compelling tales of
personal scrapes and adventures. The Gold Hunters offers a unique look at the life in the gold
camps of the nineteenth century American West A¢a -4 » the different cultures attracted by the
discovery of gold, how they related to one another and their contrasting food, clothes and
entertainment. John David Borthwick, born in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1824, was a nomadic Scottish
journalist and author, he first arrived in North America in 1847 and three years later found himself in
the Gold Rush of California. He eventually left America in 1856 and spent the rest of his days in

Scotland and London. This edited edition of Borthwick’s memoir was first published in 1917.
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Customer Reviews

| love nonfiction, especially history both foreign and American. If you are the same you will like this

book. It's definitely not ’light reading’ but it makes you think and | like that.

One of the best things | have read in my last 60 years. Top notch powers of observation and

description. An Englishman who participated in the California gold rush.

This is such a well written book about California in the Gold Rush years. This is the book to read if
you want to know about California in those early years. He covers all the major cities plus both the
northern and southern gold fields. He has a keen eye for people and covers all the different types he

meets. | found this book very informative and interesting.

As a retired college professor | love to read like many. This vivid account of the men working in their
own special world is fun, insightful and multidimensional and a joy to be led into that piece of history.
His colorful bygone language kept me looking for meanings of words I've never encountered. | loved

every memory he shared with me.

Enjoyed this book immensely, particularly all the first hand information on the mining life and camps

in the 19th century.

Interesting description of California almost two hundred years ago.

excellent reading

Excellent read.
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